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AMENDMENT 



In response to the Official Action of October 22, 2003, applicants elect the subject matter 
of Claim 1 1, identified by the Examiner in the Official Action as Group IV, classified in Class 
370 Subclass 350. The election is made with traverse and reconsideration is requested of the 
requirement for restriction. Applicants request that Claims 12 and 13, which are dependent upon 
Claim 1 1, be classified with the subject matter of Group IV. 

Claim 11 is directed to a multiplex communication method including the steps of 
obtaining clock information by a node having- said data transmission right and adding the 
obtained clock information to a data to be transmitted. Claim 12 calls for selecting each of the 
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first mode of transmitting by adding clock information or a second mode of not adding clock 
information and, therefore, is closely and intimately related with the subject matter of Claim 11. 

Similarly, Claim 13 calls for, among other steps, transmitting data including the clock 
information by the clock master and receiving clock information within the data transmitted from 
the clock master. Thus, Claims 12 and 13 refer to the matter of clock information and the matter 
of node which is also closely related and not independent from subject matter of Claim 11. 

It is believed that examination of Claims 11,12 and 13 will not place an undue burden on 
the Examiner. 

Examination on the merits is awaited. 

Applicants reserve the right to file divisional applications directed to the non-elected 
subject matter. 
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